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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "form-locking 
connections" taught in claim 4 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the 
claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 6 and 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Cracraft et al. (US 5,698,826 A). 

Regarding claim 6, the recitation "A display device for household devices" has 
not been given patentable weight because the recitation occurs in the preamble. A 
preamble is generally not accorded any patentable weight where it merely recites the 
purpose of a process or the intended use of a structure, and where the body of the 
claim does not depend on the preamble for completeness but, instead, the process 
steps or structural limitations are able to stand alone. See In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 
USPQ 15 (CCPA 1976) and Kropa v. Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 152, 88 USPQ 478, 481 
(CCPA 1951). 

Further regarding claim 6, Cracraft et al. a discloses a housing (1 1) for receiving 
a plurality of light-emitting elements (35, 36), the housing being at least partially covered 
by a film-type, partially translucent means (14) having a plurality of specific regions (one 
of the optional switch pads; col. 4, lines 60-63) and the light-emitting elements (36) 
being arranged in the housing (11) such that, during light emission, each light- emitting 
element only radiates through one of the specific regions of the translucent means (col. 
4, lines 60-63); and a pushbutton (optional switch pad; col. 4, lines 60-63) associated 
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with each of the specified regions (Figure 1)for activating a corresponding one of the 
light-emitting elements (col. 4, lines 60-63). 

Regarding claim 9, Cracraft et al. discloses the film-type partially translucent 
means (14) being embodied as one piece (Figure 1) and can be connected to the 
housing by means of form locking connections (col. 5, lines 20-38). 

Regarding claim 10, Cracraft et al. discloses the film-like partially translucent 
means being comprised of plastic and the specific regions of the translucent means 
being accentuated with color (red diffusing tints, item 58, Figure 5; col. 4, lines 5-6). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the recitation "A display device for household devices" has 
not been given patentable weight because the recitation occurs in the preamble. A 
preamble is generally not accorded any patentable weight where it merely recites the 
purpose of a process or the intended use of a structure, and where the body of the 
claim does not depend on the preamble for completeness but, instead, the process 
steps or structural limitations are able to stand alone. See In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 
USPQ 15 (CCPA 1976) and Kropa v. Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 152, 88 USPQ 478, 481 
(CCPA1951). 

Further regarding claim 1 1 , Cracraft et al. a discloses a housing (1 1) for receiving 
a plurality of light-emitting elements (35, 36), the housing being at least partially covered 
by a film-type, partially translucent means (14) having a plurality of specific regions (one 
of the optional switch pads; col. 4, lines 60-63) and the light-emitting elements (36) 
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being arranged in the housing (11) such that, during light emission, each light- emitting 
element only radiates through one of the specific regions of the translucent means (col. 
4, lines 60-63); and actuation means (optional switch pad; col. 4, lines 60-63) 
associated with each of the specified regions (Figure 1) for activating a corresponding 
one of the light-emitting elements (col. 4, lines 60-63). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cracraft et al. (US 5,698,826 A) in view of Arterberry et al. (US 6,1 1 1 ,207 A). 

Regarding claim 7, Cracraft et al. teaches the use of box-like recesses (for 
example see box like recess formed by 18 in Figure 4) in which the LEDs are arranged. 

Cracraft et al. does not disclose expressly the housing comprising a 
thermoplastic material. 

Arterberry et al. teaches a display device including a housing (150 being part of 
the housing; Figure 1) made of a thermoplastic material (col. 6, lines 42-44). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified the invention of Cracraft et al. such that the 
housing was made of a thermoplastic material as taught by Arterberry et al. since it is 
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well known that thermoplastic materials are relatively inexpensive and are easily 
manufactured into the desired shapes. 

Regarding claim 8, Cracraft et al. teaches the light emitting elements (35, 36) 
being arranged in a box-like recess such that the region covering the box-like recess is 
completely illuminated (see Figure 4). 

Arterberry et al. also teaches the light emitting elements (92 and 192) being 
arranged in a box-like recess (formed in part by 60 and 150) such that the region 
covering the box-like recess is completely illuminated (see Figure 6). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Huizenga (US 6,854,870 B2) teaches a housing (10) for receiving 
a plurality of light-emitting elements (26; col. 6, lines 65-end), the housing being at least 
partially covered by a film-type, partially translucent means (keys being backlight which 
means keys must be partially translucent to light) having a plurality of specific regions 
(with different indica as shown in Figure 1) and the light-emitting elements being 
arranged in the housing (10 as shown in Figure 5); and a pushbutton (24) associated 
with each of the specified regions (Figure 1). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mary Zettl whose telephone number is 571-272-6007. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandy O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



MZ 

/Sharon E. Payne/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2875 



